
ad sciurus 

  THE SQUIRREL                                                                           
Issue 35   Thursday 1st July 2021 

The 1st July—which means only twenty-two days to the end of term, 

which is only sixteen school days! This week in school has been a  

productive one, with many of the children taking part in national 

assessments that are not national assessments, but we felt that the 

experience would be good for the children and again help us to support 

their learning journey. Many children really enjoy the assessment papers 

and like being able to show what they can do. A child in Year 6 was very, 

very pleased that she got all of her mental arithmetic questions correct. A 

very proud moment. All the teachers have said that the children 

completing the assessments have done so with determination, 

concentration and resilience. The assessments for Year 6 will be shared 

with their new secondary schools going forward and for Years R, 1 and 2 

we will use the data internally to plan learning. 

At the moment the plan is to return to national assessments for the next 

academic year, but I think this will also depend on the changes to isolation 

which I know some schools are trialling and many people are trying to 

change the isolation period for children in schools testing. This would 

make a positive step forward in schools. So, fingers crossed this is the way 

that we will move forward in the coming weeks. 

Today in school we are having a Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

(SEND) review and this is to ensure we continue to develop our provision, 

and also to support our drive to ensure appropriate funding and provision 

for our children. I have mentioned previously that the funding we receive 

has been cut and it is going to be cut even further under the new banding 

system. It may strengthen our plight if some of our families were also to 

be part of our journey, so if you would like to support the school and your 

child then please get in contact with me and we can arrange a meeting at 

a convenient time. The Trustees are in full support to ensure we get the 

best for all of our children. 

This coming week in school—we will finish our learning on Written in 

Stone. We have one more visit to Ancient Rome for our Reception 

children. It will also be the end of our clubs and swimming lessons. Mr 

Henson, who is doing African drums, will continue this week and then 

return on 23rd July for a final performance with the children, which we 

hope we will be able to video and send home to you. 

Years 3 to 6 will receive a letter regarding a Youth Trust wellbeing survey 

that is being carried out across the island. We have agreed to support this 

survey so that our children’s needs are known and supported. We work 

closely with the Youth Trust and recognise the great work that they do to 

support our children and families. 

This week we have received our Dance Live pin badges, and have arranged 

for these to be given out to the children alongside a certificate next Friday 

morning, before we close early to get ready for our transition days the 

following week. 

 

I am pleased to say that the staff and children are taking lots of 

opportunities to go and meet their new teachers as well as the staff 

talking to the children’s previous teachers to ensure that as much 

knowledge is shared with the new teachers. Our new children have also 

been invited in to school for a session, and our teachers will go and visit 

their pre-schools so that the children see them in a familiar setting. We 

are so looking forward to a new year with fewer restrictions. 

Leavers Day is booked for Monday 12th July, the breakfast survey will be 

out this week to book. The children are busily rehearsing their play and 

making props, preparation is in place for the barbecue and the ice cream 

van is booked. It will be a lovely day before the children transition in to 

Year 7—and then to Bournemouth for the final week! 

I was really pleased with the whole school attendance last week, but we 

have seen quite a drop this week with many more winter illnesses. The 

scientists did report this might happen as we begin to mix more. We will 

keep a close eye on the types of illnesses and ensure that we respond 

appropriately. I am sure you are aware, Cowes Enterprise College has had 

to isolate some of their children and the numbers on the Isle of Wight had 

risen quite considerably yesterday after a period of being quite low. We 

continue to revisit our procedures to make sure we are doing all we can to 

comply with Covid guidance. 

I had a lovely learning walk this week to look at Talk for Writing across the 

school . I have really missed spending time in the classroom and under the 

current guidance I make sure that I am no more than a few minutes in 

each classroom, but the few minutes I did spend with the children were 

lovely. They were fully engaged in the learning, enthusiastic, motivated 

and enjoying the hooks that were quite inspirational, from Antony and 

Cleopatra to an animation of Mount Vesuvius erupting on Pompeii. The 

progress the children are making in their writing is lovely, and I 

particularly liked a display that showed their cold task beneath their hot 

task, and it the impact of the teaching and learning was clear. 

As we head towards the end of the year we will be trying to round up 

outstanding monies and information as well as being prepared for next 

year. The ‘big order’ is being worked on, and the summer painting plan 

will soon be in place. Don’t forget you can buy uniform from the school 

office, and if you are intending to purchase new uniform I would strongly 

recommend buying it before the end of the term, before the price 

increase. 

At a Trustee meeting last week the issue of parking was discussed again 

and we are going to write to Island roads to see if there is a different 

solution. In the meantime may I ask all our families to park considerably 

and responsibly. Park and stride is a good option if you need to bring a 

car, and if not, walking, cycling and scootering works best too. We are 

going to purchase some more scooter and bike racks so that they can be 

parked more safely. Don’t forget helmets are a must! 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Caroline Sice, Headteacher 

Whole School Attendance: 

96.9% 
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What’s going on this week?  
Players, teams and fans have sent messages of support to Christian Eriksen after 

the football player collapsed just before half-time in Denmark's opening Euro 2020 
game. The team’s captain, Simon Kjaer is being hailed a hero for carrying out a 
swift and potentially life-saving response. The game was suspended as he was 
given treatment on the pitch and he was eventually taken to a nearby hospital 

where he's recovering well.  
 

Main question:  
What life skills should we learn at school? 

 

 

  Thursday 1st July—      France 2022 GoTo Meeting—Year 5 

  Friday 2nd July—          Year 5 Watersports Week 3 

  Friday 2nd July —         Year 6 Bikeability Club—Finishes 5.30pm 

  Friday 2nd July—           Written In Stone Week 11 

  Wednesday 7th July -   Open Lesson Virtual—Writing 

  Thursday 8th July - Reception Roman Villa Trip 

Gentle Reminder: School will close early on Friday 9th July. 

• Year 1 + 3 collection at 12.45pm 

• Year R + 4 collection at 12.50pm  

• Year 6 collection at 12.55pm 
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This month’s Action for Happiness calendar is Jump Back Up July 2021. Why not 

try start this during our second week off and see how joyful you can be. 
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ITEM CURRENT PRICE  NEW PRICE 

POLO £5.95 £6.95 

L/S POLO £6.95 £7.95 

PE T SHIRT £3.50 £4.00 

HOODIE £10.75 £11.85 

ZOODIE £12.25 £13.60 

SLIPS 22, 24, 26”                   £13.25 £14.60 

 28, 30”                          £14.25 £15.85 

 32, 34”                          £15.75 £17.35 

 36, 38”                          £16.75 £18.35 

SUMMER DRESS £10.95 £12.45 

 

 

Lanesend Primary Uniform Prices 

From 1st September 2021 
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